The Last Straw by Neil O’Neil

Treatment of Major scenes – First Draft (brain dump) - 24 March 2009

Scene 1:

We start off with a bedroom scene on a cold Monday morning. Joel is a history teacher at a good London comprehensive school and Sally is an Interior designer trying to make it on her own. They have been trying to have a child for a while but without success. Sally now takes her temperature every morning to see when see is ovulating. This morning is one of those mornings. Joel is an evening person and already late for school and has to be cajoled into having sex, more or less against his wishes. It’s wham bam thank you ma’am and neither party is satisfied; they start to quarrel and blame each other for their inability to have a child or even a satisfactory sex life. They already have a stormy relationship due mainly to the fact that Joel previously had an affair. He is on his last chance. Times like this morning confirm they are barely holding in there. But this is the day it changes forever. The sad thing about all of this is that Joel is nuts about Sally and genuinely loves her. 

Scene 2:

Without breakfast or a shower Joel rushes off to work. Sally has a day working from home, mainly on her computer. She puts on her slumdog clothes and gets a bowl of Muesli as she turns on her laptop. A big warning screen comes up saying the computer cannot find its operating environment. After a few tries she realises that it is useless. She urgently needs to get a quote out, so rings her brother who is a computer geek. After a short conversation she realises her machine will not be working again today. As she needs only Microsoft Word she turns on Joel machine to get the quote done. She starts working away while watching a breakfast chat show about infidelity. She procrastinates and tries to watch and work. The result is that she spills coffee down her clothes. The morning is going from bad to worst.

Scene 3:

Joel isn’t having a much better day at school. The kids are not interested in history and he has a headache and beating himself up about not performing in the sack that morning. The head has called an emergency staff meeting at lunch time which means he can’t play his planned game of squash. Squash is one of his passions. At least twice a week he pays with Jim Marshall, the metalwork teacher on the squash courts at the school. Squash allows him to let off steam. He enjoys hitting the ball very hard and gets very aggressive. He becomes a ferocious and frightening component on the squash court. All this is going through his head as a pupil asks him if anything interesting ever happened in history, something that not many people know about because it was too embarrassing. To break the monotony and also as a tool to re-engage the class he goes ‘off piste’ with regards to the curriculum. He explains that on the same day that Germany invaded Poland, which lead to the outbreak of the second world war, Russia also invaded Poland, a little known fact. Finally he has the class’s attention; the bell goes for the end of the period.

Scene 4:

We’re back with Sally. She has changed clothes again and is on the phone to her girlfriend, having done no work. She is discussing the problem with Joel and that she thinks she’ll never be a mother. Her girlfriend says she needs cheering up and that she needs a good night out. Her girlfriend says they should go out tonight, its two for the price of one at The Peacock on Monday nights. Sally says that while she is ovulating she needs to have sex as much as she can, so she needs to stay in to try and get impregnated, maybe they can do something at the end of the week. When the phone is put down its gone 10 o’clock and Sally is way behind. She sets about the computer in earnest. Within half an hour she has her quote finished and needs to email it to her client. She decides to use Joel email account. When she opens Outlook she see’s a new email has arrived for Joel, with the title ‘Still ok for sex tonight?’ She does not know that it is a very clever spam email. The spammer has been to Joel’s facebook page and gleamed a lot of personal information about him and used it in the email. She reads the email and is shocked; it is very explicit and seems totally authentic. Sally is convinced he is having an affair….again. She prints out the email, grabs her handbag and in her tatty house clothes storms out of the house. She jumps in her pride and passion, a white immaculate Triumph Stag. She heads off for Joel’s school.

Scene 5:

It is the mid-morning break and Joel is in the metalwork room speaking with Jim Brooks, moaning that they can’t play squash at lunch time. Jim is listening but is also immersed in some metalwork project. When Joel asks him what he’s up to he explains that he is making a branding iron to brand his daughters leather riding saddle with her initials, SAM for Susie Ann Marshall. He has heated the branding iron in the furnace and it is red hot. As a joke he snatches it out of the furnace and lunges at Joel with it, stopping just in front of his face. Joel is taken unawares and just see’s a red hot branding iron being thrust at him. He jumps back in horror. Jim just laughs and says he was getting his own back for when Joel had drilled a squash ball into his arse in last weeks game. Before Joel has chance to calm down Sally bursts in through the classroom door and rushes up to Joel and shoves a copy of the printed email in his face proclaiming he is a lying fucking cheat. She rants on that its no wonder their sex life is shit if he is getting it elsewhere. Joel is taken back and has no idea what is going on. Before he has a chance to defend himself she kicks him in the balls and says she is filing for a divorce and the next time he will see her is in the divorce court.

Scene 6: 

Sally comes home and packs all her belongings in to 3 big cases and a number of bin bags. She then drives to Caroline’s house, the girlfriend who had called earlier. Caroline is shocked when Sally tells her the story. She thinks Joel is a pig and is happy to help Sally out. They settle into the living room and Sally bursts into tears.

Scene 7:

Joel is in the staff meeting with all the other teachers. He is texting Sally to say he has no idea who the email is from and that it must be a spam. Can they discuss it all this evening like civilised adults? For the whole of the meeting he keeps looking for a reply text. At the end of the meeting one comes from Sally which just says – fuck off and leave me alone you liar.

Scene 8: 

When Joel gets home he sees Sally has left him. He is desperate and starts phoning her parents and friends. He eventually calls Caroline but there is only an answer phone on. As he leaves his pleading message we see Sally and Caroline next to the answer phone listening to his message.  

Scene 9:

We are at The Peacocks that same evening. Sally and Caroline are at the bar knocking back Gin and Tonics, determined to get pissed. Two guys attractive guys approach them and start chatting them up. At the end of the night we see Sally getting into a car with one of them.

Scene 10:

Joel is at home distraught. He is looking at the email on his computer, trying to fathom out who sent it, but when he sends a reply it is returned as address unknown. He is continually looking at his phone for a text message; that never comes. He does however get a call from Jim Marshall who is checking how he is. They talk about the email and Jim says he has a hacker friend that might be able to trace where the email has come from. Joel perks up as he believes if he can get the spammer to confirm he sent the email, then Sally would believe him. 

Scene 11:

Sally is in bed with the guy, Simon, that was chatting her up at the Peacocks. It is the next morning and although she looks a state, the charming young man has bought her breakfast in bed. Although it was a chance meeting the two of them are very compatible. He is a relatively wealthy solicitor and is hugely attracted to Sally; and she to him. They start to make love again when they are interrupted by another text from Joel. She explains to Simon what happened with Joel and that he has not stopped pestering him. Simon said she should get a new mobile. Sally said that won’t stop him, once he finds out where she is he will continue to pester her. Simon has the solution; he will get a court order to stop Joel coming within 500 yards of her. 

Within a week Sally has moved in with Simon.

Scene 12:

Joel is playing Jim at squash and unusually Jim is winning easily, Joel’s heart is not in the game. In the showers afterwards Joel explains that he has the injunction and can’t go within 500metres of Sally. Jim asks if the hacker friend was any good. Joel says he is coming around this evening to inspect his computer.

Scene 13:

The hacker, a large goth over 50 dressed in black, is viewing Joel’s computer. After a while the hacker confirms it will take about 2 weeks but he thinks he can track the spammer down. When the hacker goes Joel calls Jim and explains the news. Jim asks what he’s going to do when he finds the spammer. Joel says he is going to get the spammer to make a video confession that he can take to Sally to prove he is innocent. Joel is now becoming obsessed with the whole incident. Jim asks where Sally is now. Joel has no idea. Jokingly Jim said he needs to employ a private eye. After Joel puts the phone down he searches for a private eye on yell.com 

Scene 14;

Sally is moving out of the interior design business and into secretarial work; courtesy of Simon who has gotten her a job at his firm of solicitors. They are becoming an item.

Scene 15:

Joel is meeting with a private eye. The only information he now has about her is the car registration plate of the Triumph Stag. As the detective leaves he gives Joel a piece of paper with a telephone number on it and says, you did not get this from me.

Scene 16:

We now see Joel in a very rough pub in East Acton, waiting. Joel is looking rough and as though he hasn’t slept properly for days. His first visitor is the hacker who hands him a piece of paper with a name and address. Joel hands over an envelope of cash. The second visitor looks worst than Joel. This man hands over a toiletries bag. Joel hands over a bigger envelope of cash.

Scene 17: 

We are inside a dinghy flat in South London. We see a video camera on a tripod and in front of it a spotty long-haired youth looking terrified. We then see Joel with a gun in his hand demanding the spammer confesses to having sent the spam email and explaining how he did it. The camera then focuses in on the spammer’s computer confirming that the email had been sent by that computer. Joel leaves the guy unharmed because he has the video evidence to show Sally. He says he may have to come back with his wife if she still doesn’t believe him. In fear the guy agrees. 

Scene 18:

Joel has now lost his job. He is a mental and physical wreck. However he has the evidence to redeem everything. He is now waiting outside the house Sally is sharing with Simon. The address was given to him by the private eye. He watches Simon leave the house; he is visiting the gym before he goes to work. Joel waits for Sally to come to her car. When she does he confronts her with the video in hand. She looks disgustingly at him and says it does matter to her anymore if the video proves the truth or not, she has found somebody she loves. More importantly she is now pregnant and has a new comfortable life ahead of her. She says if he approaches her ever again he will be arrested. Joel is stunned and totally devastated.

Scene 19:

We are back in the dinghy flat in South London in front of the same spotty long-haired youth. This time there is no messing Joel walks up to him and shoots him dead. But then the most premeditated thing happens. Joel goes into the kitchen with a bag under his arm and turns on the gas cooker. Ten minutes later he walks out of the kitchen with a red hot branding iron and brands the words ‘spammer’ on the forehead of the dead youth. The skin sears with the heat and there is a stench of burning flesh.

Scene 20:  

We see a newsflash on the television in Joel’s home. The newscaster is announcing the details on the murdered youth in South London. The next morning in the free London newspapers there are unconfirmed reports that the murdered youth’s forehead had been branded with the word spammer. This is picked up by a lot of radio shows and people are calling in saying spammers deserve it as they are the lowest of the low. 

Scene 21:

A few weeks later the private eye is back with Joel, this time getting a brief on Simon and a commission for the private eye to find out everything about Simon, especially any dirt that can besmear his character or career. During the meeting there is another newsflash. The newscaster announces that there have been copycat murders of the South London spammer and that there had been 3 unrelated murders in the UK and that the victims had the words spammer branded on their forehead. On a positive note, spammer activity on the internet has reduced. This takes Joel by surprise,

Scene 22:

We see Joel walking down a canal towpath with a parcel in his hand. He looks around to confirm he is alone and then throws his branding iron into the canal.

Scene 22:

Another meeting with the private eye. He hasn’t found any dirt on Simon however he does have 2 interesting pieces of information. Firstly he has Sally’s new work email address and secondly he has Simon’s medical records. He leaves them with Joel to look at. 

Scene 23:

Joel is looking through the medical records and finds a stunning entry. Simon had the snip a year ago. Joel takes it all in and then realises that Sally is actually pregnant with his child. Something they have always wanted. He starts to email Sally explaining his discovery. The injunction does not affect emailing as he is doing it more than 500metres away. He truly believes he can win her back.

Scene 24:

We see Sally’s face as she reads the email at work. She is shocked and does not know what action to take. She looks up and see’s Simon in a meeting room with some powerful clients, he winks and blows her a kiss through the glass. She prints off the email. She goes to walk towards Simon with the email in her hand but walks straight past the room and to the next office where she goes into the office of the IT manager. She explains she is getting disturbing emails and can she have all emails from the offending email address stopped. She rips of the top of the paper with the email address on it and hands it to the manager. He said he has a really good spam prevention package and she should worry no more.

Scene 25:

We see the IT manager knocking on Joel’s door. The camera pans down and in the manager’s hand is a branding iron with the word spammer on it.

